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Before You Begin Reading...

Is the title interesting? From the title alone, what
impressions do you have of the story?

As you read, please mark any place that you put the story down with a brief description of why you
stopped there.

The First Five Pages
At what point did the
story grab you?
Was the first sentence
gripping, or can you
suggest an
improvement?
Were the setting and
main character clear?
Did it grab your
attention?
Were the descriptions
vivid and the dialogue
believable? 
Did anything in the first
pages distract you from
the story?
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Main Character Questions

Did the MC seem like a
real person to you?
Was there anything
unbelievable about the
MC's personality or
motivation?
Did the MC seem too
perfect anywhere?
Did the MC's relationship
to other characters seem
believable, or were any
relationships
problematic?
What did you like the
most and least about the
MC?
Is there anything I
should consider adding
or changing about the
MC?
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Minor Character Questions

Were the minor
characters described
well?
Did any essential minor
character seem two-
dimensional or in need
of more development?
Did dialogue between
characters seem
believable? Were there
any areas where the
dialogue flowed
unnaturally?
Did any character rub
you the wrong way or
annoy you? Why? Should
that be changed, or does
it work?
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Antagonist Questions

Was the antagonist
believable?
Was the antagonist's
motivation clear and
relatable?
Were the antagonist's
actions ever
unbelievable, i.e., too evil
or too kind?
Did the antagonist come
off as cliche? Why or why
not?
Did the relationship
between the MC and
antagonist make sense,
or did something stick
out as unrealistic?
Do the antagonist's
actions seem realistic
considering the
motivation of the
character?
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Plot Questions Page 1

Did any part seem overly
simplistic, confusing, or
annoying to you?
Did you find any
inconsistencies in the
plot or characters?
Did any event seem far-
fetched to you?
Was there too much or
not enough description?
Were descriptions vivid
enough, or did they need
more sensory details
(sounds, smells, etc.)
Was the conflict enough,
or was more tension
needed? Was the central
conflict believable and
sufficient to support the
story?
Did you notice any
glaring errors in the
action?

As you read, please make note of any place where the story seems to drag and why you believe it's
lagging. 
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Plot Questions Page 2

Were there any scenes
that you felt were
unnecessary to the story
as a whole?
What part was your
favorite? Why?
What part was your least
favorite? Why?
Did any part seem
redundant?
What were the places
that you skimmed
through?
What were the places
where you couldn't put
the story down?
Were any scenes too
predictable? Why?
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Climax Questions 

Did the ending fit, or did
it seem contrived/too
easy?
Were you satisfied with
the climax, or did you
feel let down?
Did the tension building
up to the climax fit the
finale?
Did the climax pass too
quickly or too slowly?
Were there any loose
ends left
(unintentionally, of
course)?
Any suggestions for
improvement?
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After You Finish

Overall, did you enjoy the story? Why or why not?

Was there ever a place
where you lost
interest? Where?
What are the strengths
and weaknesses of the
story?
Were there any places
with too much
description? Were
there any scenes that
felt like an info dump?
Any final suggestions?


